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MOTHER NATURE THREW A CURVE BALL THIS WEEK

The nice weather a couple of weeks ago was
replaced by lower temperatures and rain this
past week, according to the Minnesota
Agricultural Statistics Service. Many counties
in the central portion of the state experienced
frost including Traverse, Pope, and Kandiyohi
counties. The effects of the frost will not be
fully apparent for another couple of weeks.
The Southwestern District was hit by hail on
Wednesday, May 17, causing damage to
emerged crops. The hail was accompanied by
strong winds and large accumulations of rain.

Topsoil moisture conditions across the state,
were rated 1% very short, 10% short, 77%
adequate, and 12% surplus as of Friday. The
short area in the southern quarter of the state
received precipitation last week, with
Rochester recording 5.5 inches. The area
along the lowa state line now has surplus
topsoil moisture.

An estimated 94% of corn has emerged versus
57% last year; the 5-year average is 43%. The
emerged corn in many areas is yellow from a
lack of sunshine and warm weather. First
cultivation of corn was delayed by the cooler
weather; an estimated 1% is complete.
Despite the hail, frost, and cooler
temperatures, corn condition was rated as
64% good to excellent. Soybean acreage is
88% planted, compared with 37% planted last
year, and the 5-year average of 49%. Almost
half, 49% of the soybeans are emerged,
compared to 6% last year and the 5-year
average of 13%.

Emergence of spring wheat has reached 95%,
compared with 43% for the 5-year average.
Spring wheat is off to an early start with an
estimated 5% jointed, compared to none at this
time last year, and the 5-year average of 1%.
Conditions are rated as 71% good to excellent.

SOYBEAN PROGRESS
AS OF MAY 19TH, 1993-2000

Days Suitable for Fieldwork: 3.8

Very Ade-
Short  Short quate Surplus
[Topsoil Moisture (%) 1 10 77 12
Crop Progress as of May 21, 2000
Stage of 5Yr Last Last This
Crop Development Avg Year Week  Week
Percent
Corn Emerged 43 57 78 94
Cultivated 0 0 NA 1
Soybeans Planted 49 37 76 88
Emerged 13 6 25 49
Spring Wheat  Emerged 43 56 70 95
Jointed 1 0 NA 5
Barley Emerged 37 40 71 97
Jointed 1 1 NA 2
Oats Emerged 68 66 79 94
Jointed 2 1 NA 7
Canola Planted NA 9 82 99
Green Peas Planted 76 69 83 94
Potatoes Planted 54 55 61 81
Sweet Corn Planted 47 43 51 63
Dry Beans Planted 25 18 32 62
Sunflowers Planted 21 20 38 71
Alfalfa Hay First Cutting 3 6 NA 3
Crop Condition as of May 19th in %
V.Poor Poor Fair Good Exc.
Pasture 2 5 32 54 7
Barley 1 3 21 56 19
Spring Wheat 3 6 20 53 18
Oats 0 2 28 56 14
Corn 2 4 30 54 10
District Progress as of May 19th in %
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PRECI PI TATI ON AND TEMPERATURES FOR THE WEEK ENDI NG MAY 21, 2000:
Tenperatures averaged from 4.2 degrees below normal in the East
Central District to 1.4 degrees below nornmal in the Northeast
District. Extrenes: 27° in Canbridge; 83° in Hutchinson
Precipitation averaged from 0.46 i nch below normal in the
Northeast District to 2.93 inches above normal in the South
Central District. Geatest weekly total was 5.50 inches.
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Corn growi ng degree days (GDD) are cal cul ated by subtracting a 50
degree base tenperature fromthe average of the maxi num and

m ni mum tenperature for the day. The daily maximumis linmted to
86 degrees and minimumto 50 degrees.

Precipitati on and Tenperature Summary for 05/15/2000 through 05/21/2000

Tenperat ure Preci pitation GDD
Hi gh Low Week Depart Week Depart From Norm  Since Depart
Ave from Total Past Four Since Apr from

Nor m Week Weeks 4/1 28 Nor m
NWDI ST 1
Cr ookst on 74 36 54.0 -1.8 .21 -.35 -1.02 -1.25 221 44
Moor head 76 35 55.4 -1.7 .56 .00 -.42 -.67 237 42
War r oad 72 31 51.4 -1.1 .17 -.33 -.09 -. 47 167 31
NC DI ST 2
Grand Rapi ds 72 28 53.2 -7 .19 -.51 1.42 1.13 226 74
Intl. Falls 70 29 50.3 -2.7 .35 -.21 . 80 . 96 181 37
Itasca 68 33 51.3 -2.1 .33 -.29 -.45 -.97 212 66
NE DI ST 3
Dul ut h 69 29 49.5 -2.1 .20 -.49 -.13 -.62 169 50
Grand Marais M M M M M M -.72m-1.17m 47m -35m
Hi bbi ng 72 30 51.8 -.6 .17 -.43 . 38 .47 196 64
WC DIST 4
Al exandri a 74 34 55.6 -1.6 .40 -.25 .42 -.34 231 36
Browns Val | ey 74 34 54.3 -3.3 .05 -.54 -.66 -.85 239 44
Canby 78 34 57.5 -1.7 .41 -.24 1.86 1.16 282 63
Fergus Falls 72 34 56.2 -.6 .06 -.53 -.11 .22 245 59
Mont evi deo 79 34 56.8 -2.1 .44 -.27 -.39 -1.05 277 59
Morri s 79 35 56.9 -.3 .18 -.44 .12 -.21 266 73
CENT DI ST 5
Becker 74 29 55.8 -1.1 .66 -.12 -1.19 -1.96 281 91
Hut chi nson 83 33 57.2 -1.7 1.00 .31 -.08 -.54 319 103
Aivia 78 35 55.8 -3.5 2.33 1.68 1.08 .08 293 72
St. Cl oud 74 28 54.2 -2.5 .39 -.32 -.36 -1.16 265 77
St apl es 73 32 53.6 -1.8 .57 -.09 .55 -. 17 228 58
W I | mar 77 34 55.8 -2.6 .34 -.40 -.35 -1.45 270 61
EC DI ST 6
Al tkin 72 28 50.3 -4.3 .44 - .24 . 50 1.36 223 64
Canbri dge 71 27 52.6 -5.0 .36 -.38 -.53 -. 47 245 45
MSP Ai r port 74 36 56.4 -2.9 1.51 .73 .05 -.71 285 60
St. Paul - UofM75 32 56.8 -4.5 1.37 .56 -.50 -1.11 314 57
SWDI ST 7
Lanbert on 79 33 55.6 -3.7 3.07 2.37 2.21 1.02 284 62
Pi pest one 76 36 55.6 -2.1 3.26 2.51 4.41 4.61 265 63
Redwood Fall s 79 37 58.5 -2.2 1.97 1.30 .94 .40 301 55
Wor t hi ngt on 77 33 54.4 -3.9 3.86 3.13 2.73 1.95 269 66
SC DIST 8
Fari baul t 71 32 53.6 -4.6 3.12 2.27 .97 .21 278 71
Waseca 72 38 56.2 -2.3 3.40 2.57 1.51 .16 294 82
W nnebago 75 35 56.4 -2.3 4.78 3.95 2.89 1.87 305 88
SE DIST 9
Pr est on 71 31 53.4 -3.5 4.77 3.90 2.59 1.54 279 89
Red W ng 73 36 53.0 -3.0 1.24 .35 -1.35 -2.04 280 105
Rochest er 71 34 54.0 -3.5 5,50 4.72 3.33 2.22 267 69
Rosenmount 75 33 56.1 -3.1 1.75 . 85 .28 -.20 302 79
W nona 75 38 55.5 -3.0 2.14 1.27 -.71 .02 323 108
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The MINNESOTA CROP-WEATHER REPORT (USPS-387190) is published weekly in April through November (crop season). Subscription rates are $15.00 per
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